Public Notice

US ARMY CORPS Reply To: Public Notice No.

OF ENGINEERS U.S. Army Corps of Engineers P-2801

St. Louis District Attn: CEMVS-CO-F Public Notice Date
Gateway to Excellence 1222 Spruce Street August 02, 2011

St. Louis, MO 63103-2833

Expiration Date

Postmaster Please Post Conspicuously Until: Augqust 23, 2011

File Number: MVS-2011-474

Comments on the described work should reference the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers File Number shown
above and must reach this office no later than the above expiration date of the Public Notice to become
part of the record and be considered in the decision. Comments should be mailed to the following
address:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: CEMVS-OD-F (Alan Edmondson)
1222 Spruce Street

St. Louis, Missouri 63103-2833

1. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Project Management Section (USACE), 1222 Spruce Street, St.
Louis, Missouri 63103-2833 has applied:

a. To the St. Louis District, Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch for Department of the Army
authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act to correct a deficiency in the design of
underseepage controls in the Wood River levee system, Madison County, lllinois. The recommended plan
consists of various underseepage control measures, including 94 new relief wells; three small pump
stations: 815 linear feet of seepage berms; 2,910 linear feet of slurry trench cutoff wall at the riverside
levee toe to bedrock: 3,935 linear feet of shallow (25 ft deep) cutoff wall at the riverside levee toe; 1,010
linear feet of 5 foot thick landside clay fill; about 10 acres of flowage easements; and other appurtances.

The plan would include unavoidable impacts from berms, relief wells, cutoff walls, and temporary access
easements. The unavoidable impacts would cause direct losses of 2.9 acres of wetland habitats and 2.1
acres of non-wetland habitats. The mitigation plan would establish a total of 4.9 acres of wetland and 0.7
acres of non-wetland mitigation lands (total 5.6 acres) to offset unavoidable project impacts. There will be
about 14 acres of prime farmland permanently converted to nonagricultural use.

The plan also includes minor and temporary impacts on air quality, surface water quality, traffic movement,
recreation, aesthetics, and noise levels; minor and permanent impacts on prime farmland, biological
resources, surface hydrology, groundwater movement, land use, and land owner income; and possible
minor and permanent effects on HTRW and historic properties. The revised plan would not affect
threatened and endangered species or environmental justice.



b. To the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) for water quality certification, or waiver
thereof, for proposed impacts caused by the above mentioned corrective actions taken to rectify
design deficiencies in the Wood River Levee System in Madison County, lllinois (P-2801), in
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Certification or waiver indicates that IEPA
believes the activity will not violate applicable water quality standards. The review by the IEPA is
conducted in accordance with the lllinois water quality standards under 35 lllinois Administrative Code
Subtitle C. The water quality standards provide for the IEPA to review individual projects by providing
an antidegradation assessment, which includes an evaluation of alternatives to any proposed increase
in pollutant loading that may result from this activity. The “Fact Sheet” containing the antidegradation
assessment for this proposed project may be found on the IEPA’s web site, at
www.epa.state.il.us/public-notices/. In the event that the IEPA is unable to publish the “Fact Sheet’
corresponding to the timeframe of this Joint Public Notice, a separate public notice and “Fact Sheet”
will be published by the IEPA at the web site identified above. You may also obtain a copy of the “Fact
Sheet” by contacting the IEPA at the address or telephone number shown below. Written comments
specifically concerning possible impacts to water quality should be addressed to: lllinois Environmental
Protection Agency, Bureau of Water, Watershed Management Section, 1021 N. Grand Avenue East,
P.0. Box 19276, Springfield, lllinois 62794-9276, with copy provided to the Corps of Engineers.

c. To the lllinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources for state approval_for
proposed impacts caused by the above mentioned corrective actions taken to rectify design
deficiencies in the Wood River Levee System in Madison County, lllinois (P-2801), in accordance with
"an Act in relation to the regulation of the rivers, lakes and streams of the State of lllinois" (ll. Rev. Stat.;
Chap. 19, par 52 et seq.). Written comments concerning possible impacts to waters of lllinois should be
addressed to Mr. Mike Diedrichsen, lllinois Department of Natural Resources, One Natural Resource Way,
Springfield, lllinois, 62702-1271, with copy provided to the Corps of Engineers.

2. The St. Louis District Project Management Branch announces the availability of the Supplemental
Environmental Assessment (EA) with Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The purpose of the
EA and FONSI is to present a detailed proposal to correct design deficiencies throughout the project area.
These documents are available for electronic viewing on the St. Louis District's web page. Please visit
http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/permits/pn.htm and click on the link to P-2801. A hard copy of the
documents is also available for viewing at the St. Louis District Regulatory Branch in the Robert A. Young
Federal Building, at 1222 Spruce Street, St. Louis, Missouri.

3. Based on our initial processing of the applicant's proposal, the action is not expected to result in any
significant adverse effects on the quality of the human environment. However, a final determination of the
need for an environmental impact statement will not be made until the St. Louis District has completed its
full review of this application. The review will include our evaluation of any written responses received as a
result of this public notice.

4 The St Louis District will evaluate information provided by the State Historic Preservation Officer and
the public in response to this public notice and we may conduct, or require a reconnaissance survey of the
project area

5. The following Federally threatened and endangered occur within the counties of the proposed project:
Least tern, Pallid sturgeon, Indiana bat, Decurrent false aster, Eastern massasauga rattlesnake, Eastern
prairie fringed orchid. The St. Louis Engineering District Environmental Branch has conducted an
assessment of possible impacts to endangered species which is included in the Supplemental
Environmental Assessment.



6. Any interested parties, particularly navigation interests, Federal and state agencies for the protection of
environmental and cultural resources, and the officials of any state, town, or local associations whose
interest may be affected by this work, are invited to submit to this office written facts, arguments, or
objections on or before August 23, 2011. The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important
resources. The benefits that reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be
considered; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns,
wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation,
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration of property ownership, and, in general, the
needs and welfare of the people. A permit will be issued only if it is found not contrary to the public interest.

7. The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and
officials: and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.
Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the
other public interest factors listed above. Comments are also used to determine the overall public interest
of the proposed activity.

8. Any person may request that a public hearing be held to consider the applicant's proposal, provided
such request identifies significant issues that would warrant additional public review and comment. All
replies to this public notice must be submitted in writing and sent to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St.
Louis District, 1222 Spruce Street, Attn: CO-F (Edmondson), St. Louis, Missouri 63103-2833, or by
electronic mail to alan.r.edmondson@usace.army.mil, on or before August 23, 2011.

Qnnm e’

Danny D. M¢Clendon
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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NOTICE TO POSTMASTERS:

It is requested that this notice be conspicuously and continually placed for 21 days (until August 23, 2011)
from the date of this issuance of this notice.




